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SA M E(s, by the grace 
7 [erof Goh, King of 
a7 123 England , Scotland, 
T1 = ; France_and Ireland, 
Defender of the Faith, &9*. 
To-all tro whome thele preſents ſhall 
come, Greeting, Know ye that We haue 
made a certaine Ordinance, Eſtabliſh» 
ment,and final[Decree,whereofthe tenor 
followeth in theſe wordes : - 
A 3 The 


* Os 
's The Decree. and Eilabliſhment 
of the Kings Maieſtie,vpon acontrouerfie 
of Precedenceberweens the yonger ſonnes 
of Viſcounts and Barons, and the Baro- 


nets; And touching ſome other points alſo concerning, 
aſwell Bannerets,as the ſaid Baronets. | 


HE Kings moſt Excellent Maieſty, 
 hauing ypon the Petition, andſub- 
miſſion ot both parts,takenint@his 

Royal audience & cenſare,a certaine cor 
trouerſie, touching place and Precedence, 
betweene the yonger ſonnes of Viſcounts, 
and Barons,and the Baronets,(being a de- 


gree by his Maieſtie vewly-created Jwhich | 


controuerſie did ariſe vpon- an inference 
onely out of ſomedarke words contained 
in the Letters Patentsof the ſaid Baronets: 
And'bauing: tn. perfor heard both parts, 
andtheir karned Counſel}, rhree ſeyerdll 
daies atargeafterinformation taken from 
the Heraults, & due confiderationof ſuch 
progies as were produced on both fades, 
ath declared and decreedas followeth, 

H IS Maieſtie well weighing that he 
Letters Patents of the Baronets 

| haue 


haue no ſpecial clauſe or expreſle words 
rogiue yato them the ſaide Precedence; 
And beeing a. witneſſe yato himſcke 
( which is a.teſtimony aboue all exceps 
tion) that his Priacely meaning was onely 
to grace, and aduance this new Dignitie - 
ol Ris Matefties erection ; but not thete« 
withal any wayes to wrong tacitely,8 ob- 
{curely athird partie, fuchas the yonger 
ſonnes of Viſcounts 8 Barons are, in that 
which is a flower of their fathers Nobllitie: - 
And hauing alſohad the atteſtationof | 
the Lords of his PriuzeCouncell, who did 
declare that the Precedence ( atter debate 
and deliberation, while the Patent of the 
Baronets was 1n conſultation ) was with 
one conſent reſolued and ordered for the 
zonger ſonnes of theViſcounts,& Barons: 
And fiading allo that the clauſe where« 
by the Precedence is challenged by the 
Baronets,as by a kinde of conſequencein 
regard of place giuen vnto them aboue 


ſome Bannerets, doeth not warranttheir 


claime( toraſmuch as the Precedence be- 


tweene the Bannerets themſelues, and the 


yonger 


© 


yonger ſonnes of Viſcounts and Barons, 
appeareth not to haue bene regular or cer- 


taine,but full of confuſion and variety,and 


thercetore not ſufficient whereupon to 
ground ſuch their pretence ) but being 
- chiefly-mooued by the clearenefle of his 
 Maieſties Royall intent, and meaning,and 
the explanation thereof by his Councell, 
( which his Royall meaning doeth, and 
euer mult leade his Maicſties iudgement 
in the interpretation of his owne Ades,) 
hath flually ſentenced,adiudged,and eſta- 
bliſhed , that the yonger fonnes of Viſ- 
counts, and Barons, ſhall takeplace and 
Precedence betore all Baronets. 


ND further, the better to ſettle, and 

cleare alſo all queſtion of Precedence 
that may concerneeitherBannerets,orthe 
yonger ſonnes of Viſcounts and Barons,or 
the ſaid Baronets, either asrhey hauerela« 
tion amoneſt themſclues, or towards o- 
thers reſpectiuely:His Mateſty for himſelf, 
his heires and ſucceſſours , doeth ordaine 
andeſtabliſh, that ſuch Bannerets, as ſhall 
Rs be 
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- 


gu - 


3 
be made by the Kings Maicſtie, hisheires 
ancfucceſtorsyriderhis:ot theirStandard; 
diſplayed. inian; Armie-Royall in open 
_ warre, and theKing perſonally preſent, for 
the terme of the liues of ſuch Bannerets, 
andnoilonger., (according to themoſtian+ 
cient;and noble inſtitution ) ſhall for eues 
hereafterinallplaces, and vponall occa- 
fions,take place,and Precedence, aſwel be- 
fore all other Bannerets whatſoeyer, ( no 
reſpe& being had tothe time, and priokitie 
of their creation ) as likewiſe before the 
yonger ſonnes of Viſcounts and Barons, 
and alſo before all Baronets. | -,_ - 
And againe, that the yonger ſonnes of 

Viſcounts and Barons, and allo all Baros 
nets, ſhallin all places, and yponall occa;. 
fions., takeplaceand Precedence before all 
Bannerets whatſoeuer, ather then ſuch as 
ſhall bee made by the King himſelfe , his 
heires and ſucceſſours in perſon , and in 
ach ſpeciall-caſe manner and forme as 
aforeſaid. '' 203 err ng 

.: \Neuertheleſle, fora ſingular honour to 
che perſon of the moſt high and excellent | 
elUN2 Fl Prince 
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Prince Hewny hike Panos of- Wales bi 


Maieſties cldeſtſonnieg.a(well the. y 


ſonnes of theViſcounts;artd: Barons;asthe | 


Baronets, haue freely and voluntanly con« 
ſented- and agreed ar the hearing of the 


ſaideaule;umrthepreſence of his NMaieſtic, | 
and'his Priuie Councell; and: allthehea- 


rers;to give place and "MA AI: fuch 
Bannercts,as ſhalbe hereafter madeby the 


ſaid moſthoble H ENRY, "now Princeof +. __. 


Walesvtider the Kings Standant diſplayed 
inan ArmicRoyallin open warre,and the 
ſaid Ptmee there perſonally preſent: 

Sauing the right of the yonger ſonnes 
of Viſcoutits and Barons, 8: of Te ſaid Bas 


ronets; and of the heires males of the bo. / "7 
dies offuch Barotiets, for the time being,in* 


al other caſes accordingto-thecffeR., and 


true interit'and meaning of their Letters 
PR and oftheſe PONG 


Ne hid Maieftie ods liketiiſeby ets © 
preſents, for himſelte, his heires and 
ſucceffours ordeineghar he Knights ofthe. 


tholt noble otdep ike Garter,thePrivie 


e415] 


Cayn- 


Councellours, of his Maicſtie , his heires 
and ſucceflours,, the Maſter of the Court 
ot Wardes and Liucries , the Chancellour 
and ynder-Treaſourer of the Exchequer, 
Chancellour of the Duchie , the chiete Iu- 
ſtice of the Court. commonly called rhe 
Kings Bench, the Maſter of the Ralls, the 
chiete Iuſtice of the Court of Common 
Pleas , the chiete Baronof the Exchequer, 
andall other the Iudges and Barons ot the 
degree of the Coife of the aide Courts, 
now,and for the time being , ſhall by rea- 
ſon of ſuch their Honourable order, and 
iwployment of State and Tuſtice , haue 
place and Precedencie1n all places,and vp- 
on all occaſions before the yonger ſonnes 
of Viſcounts and Barons, and betore al Ba- 
ronets, Any cuſtome, v(e, ordinance,or 0s 
ther thing to the. contrary - notwichſtan« 
ding. But that no other perſon or perſons 
whatſocuer,vnder the degree of Barons of 
Parliament,ſballtake place before the ſaid 
Baronets, except onely the eldeſt ſonnes 
of Viſcounts and Barons, and others of 


| higherdegree, whereof no queſtion cuer 
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was,or can beemide..! And ſo hisMaie- 
ſties meaning is , andaccordingly-hedoth 
by theſe preſents,forhim , his heires and 
ſucceſiours,ordewe andidecree, that the 
ſaid Baronets, andthe heires males of their 
bodies, ſhall in all places, and vpon all oc- 
cations for euer, haue, hold,-and enioy _ 
theirplace and Precedencie,nextvnto,and 
immediatly after the yonger ſons of Viſ- 
countsandBarons ; and that no perſon or 
perſons, norState or States of men, ſhall 
haue or take. placebetweene them}, Any 
(Conſtitution, Order, Degree, Office, Ser- 
uice;Place,lmployment, Cuftome, Vſe,or 
other thing whatſoeuernow or hereafter 
tothe contrarynotwithſtanding. 
Aud that the wiyes of the ſaide Baro- 
nets, and of the heires males of their bo= 


_ dies, ſhall likewiſe by vertue of the ſaide 


Dignine of their ſaid husbands, in all pla- 
ces,and vpon all occaſions, haue, take and 
enioy their place and Precedencieduring 
their lives,next vato,andimmediatly after 
that place that is due, and belongethvnto 
the wiues of the yonger- ſonnes of Viſ- 
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counts and Barons , and tothe daughters 
of ſuch Viſcounts and Barons, Any Con- 
itution, Vie , Cuſtome, Ordinance, or 
other thing whatſocuer, now or hereatter 
to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtan- 
ding. | | 
A Nd further, his Maieſtie doth by theſe 
reſents, for him, his heires and fuc- 
_ ceſlours!, of his certaine knowledge and 
meere motion, promiſe and grauntto the 
ſaid Baronets , and every of them already 
created , and hereafter to becreated, and 
the heires males of their bodies, That nei- 
ther his Maieſtie, nor his heires or ſucceſ- 
ſours, ſhall. or will at any time hereafter 
ere , ordanne , conſtitute or create any 
otherDegree, Order, Name, Title, Stile, 
_— or State, nor will giue place, Pre- 
cedencie or preheminence to any perſon 
- erperſons whatſoeuer, vnder or beneath 
the Degree , dignitie or State of Lords of 
Parliament of this his Realme of England, 
which fhall or may be,orbe raken, vied or 
accompted to be higher, before, or equall 
tothe Degree ,dignutie or place of rhe ſaid | 
| > 3 Baro- 


Baronets,or apy ofthem. AND there- 


fore his Maicſtie doeth forhim, hisheires 
and ſucceſlours ordeine; graunt, and aps 
point by theſe preſents, that all and every 
the ſaid Baronets., and their faide heires 
males,and the wiues ſonnes, ſonnes wiues, 
and daughters of the ſaid Baronets, and of 
their aid heires males, ſhall, and may. tor 
ever hereafter, freely and quietly haue, 
hold, and enioy their ſaid Dignitiess Pla- 
ces, Precedencie,and Priuiledges before all 
other which are or ſhall be created of ſuch 
Decrees,States,Dignities, Orders,Names, 
Stiles, or Titles , or to whom ſuch place, 
Precedencie, or Preheminence ſhall be fo 
giuen as aforeſaid ; rheir wiues and chil- 
dren reſpectiuely,according tothe true in- 
_ tentand meaning of theſe preſents: 
Sauing neuerthelefle to his Mateſtic,his 
heires and ſucceſlors, full and abſolute po- 
wer and authoritie to continue or reſtore 
to any perſon orperſons from ttme to time 
ſuch place and precedencie, as at any time 
hereafter ſhalbe due vato them, which by 
any accident or occaſion whatſocuer ſhall 


be 


"IM 


be hereafter changed, any hivg in thee ENS. 


preſents, or other cauſe or reſpe& whatſo- 
euerto thecontrarie notwithſtanding, 
And now though this Precedent decla- 
rationdoth clearely riddeall queſtions ari- 
ſing vpon the Letters Patents, yet his Ma- 
ieſtie hauing vpon the occaſion of this con- 
trouerſie and hearing, and of ſome of the 
Baronets grieuances, propounded out of 
| their owne mouthes, conſidered more ma- 
- turely vpon the points and laticude of their 
faid Patents, us Matcſtie beeing reſfolued 
(as out ofthis owneroyall mouth itpleaſed 
him todeclare vnto them) to ampliate his 
fauour , eſpecially where it meetes with 
theſe ſo wel borne and wel deſeruing Gen- 
tlemen, (this dignitie beeing of his Maie- 
ſties owneerecion, and the -worke of his 
owne handes) his Maieſtie is therefore 
acioully pleaſed (not contemted with 
Tok markes of his fauour, whichalreadic 
they entoy by the wordes of rheirPacent, 
which layeth ſuch a marke of digniticand 
precedence vpon them and theirpoſterity) 
turthertoſtrengrhen and adome his Ma- 


NOR ielttes 


teſties graciotis fauour towards them, with 


cies, and ornaments enſuing, © 47/7 


addition of the primledges , prehenunen+ 


Ictt, his Maieſtiess pleaſed to knight he 


reſent Baronets, that are no Knights: : 


And doeth alto by theſe preſents of his 
meere motion and fauour, promiſe and 
graunt tor him, his heires and ſucceſlours, 
that ſuch Baronets,and the heires males of 
their bodies,as herafter ſhalbe no Knights, 
when they ſhall actaine, or be ofthe age of 
one and twentie yeares , ypon knowledge 
thereof giuen to the Lord Chamberlaine 
of the houſhold, or Vice-chamberlaine for 
the time beeing, orin their abſence to any 
other Othcerattending vpon his Maieſties 


poo {hall be knighted by his Maieſtie, | 


heires and (ucceflours. ' | 


His Maieſtiedoth alſo graunt for him, - 


lis heiresand ſucceſſours, that the Baro- 
nets, and their deſcendants ſhall and may 
beare, eitherin a Canton in their coate of 
Armes,or in ati Inſcatchion , at theirele- 


| ion, the Armesof/Iiier, thatizjinaHeld - 


es, 
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I; | | 
Argent, a hand Genles,or a bloudic hand, 
And alſo,thatthe Baronew,tor the tane 
beeing, and the heires males/ of their bo- 
dies ſhall have place in the. armies of the 
Kings Maieſty his heires andſucceſſours,in 


the grolle, necreaboutthe royallStandard 


ot the King, his heires and ſacceflours, for 


the defence ofthe ſame, 


And laſtly, that the Bazonets, .and.the 
heires males of their bodies ſhallhauerwo 
aſsiſtants of the bodie to ſupport the Pall, a 


- Principall mourner, and foure afsiſtants to 


him attheir funerals, being the meane be- 

twixta Baron and a Knight. _ 
And tothe end that euery of the Baro- 

nets, and the heires males of their bodies, 


' may hauevponall occaſions 'preſent, vie, 


and proofe of theſe his Maicſties fauours; 
His Maicſtie is gracioully pleaſed, that aſ- 
well the Baranetsalreachio created, as here- 
after to be cregtedſhal andmay haue,and 
take Letters Patents vnder the great Seale 
of England, to the cffet of the ſaid former 
Letters Patents of creation , and of theſe 
preſents, cither ioynt or ſeuerall , as = 

| | _- ſhall 


— 


[ 
ſhall be aduiſed by ip lined Councell 

of his Maieſtie, his Hein and ſucceſſours, 

and according to his A Own rruemrenr— ; 
and meaning. 


In witneſie whereof We hene cauſed theſe Onr Let- 
ters to be made Patents...” Witneſſe Our ſelfe at 
Weitminſter , the eight and twemicth day of 
May , in the tenth yeere of Our Raigne of En- 
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